Приложение1
Read the text and choose the correct version.

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of December in this country the summer is at its height, but there the New Year is celebrated with European traditions, too. But because of the heat, Santa Claus moves not in a sledge but on a wind-surfer, he has the same red cap and white fluffy beard, but he doesn’t wear a fur-coat and valenki, he wears a bathing-suit. On the there are no fir-trees, there is neither snow, deer, nor sledges. But before the New Year, inhabitants place a little tree called metrosideros in their houses. The tree is very beautiful. At that time it is covered with bright-red flower-bunches and looks like a decorated fir-tree. In this country, celebrating the New Year’s Eve is not popular. Inhabitants get up at 5-6 o’clock in the morning but at 10 minutes past midnight they will have already gone to bed. But in the New Year evening, it is popular to go in big groups to parks and have a jolly time much like anywhere in Europe at night. 
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Before the New Year, the people of the country often wrap bells up with blankets that they should see off the old year with muted quiet striking. And only at 5 minutes to twelve the blankets will be taken off and the bells will meet the approaching of the New Year with merry chimes In the country before the New Year a door in a house must be opened – it is the custom to let the New Year in. Late in the evening, people open a back door to let out the old year with all its troubles, which happened this year, and when the clock begins to strike twelve, they open the front door to let the New Year in. If in the house there is only one door, they open it. At first through it the old year goes away and then the New Year enters.
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These people consider that good luck or failure the coming year depends on who is the first to enter a house. For this, a guest must have a piece of coal in hand and it is necessary to throw it into a fireplace. And if the fire burns bright, the following year will be more successful. By popular belief, dark-haired men bring much more happiness. The people are grateful to the first visitor who brings a piece of coal, a piece of bread and a coin. A piece of coal symbolizes warmth, a piece of bread – the constant presence of food, and a coin – welfare in the coming year. 
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The team which guesses the fi rst gets one point for each part of the text.


